LABOUR AND MATERIALS FOR REBUILDING
receipts from the coal dues. How far development in the
London area met the demand cannot be estimated. Some
supplies must have been imported from abroad.1 The relaxa-
tion of the Navigation Act covered bricks and tiles as well as
timber, and before the end of October 1666 the Privy Council
had been petitioned by merchants who had contracted for the
supply, from Norway, Westphalia and 'other places' of timber,
brick, iron, tiles and building materials 'to the value of five or
six thousand pounds'.2 But probably a great part came from
the neighbourhood of London. Capital and labour were there
in plenty, and the urgent demands for coals for brick-making
confirm the obvious supposition that development went on
apace.3 Unfortunately such supplies were not taxed, and
therefore not recorded, whilst the outward progress of London
has long covered the lands from which they were drawn. Yet,
though the brickpits have been filled in and built over and no
record has come down of the report of the committee appointed
by the City to view convenient ground for making bricks,4
chance has left clues to three of the areas used. One of these
was in the parish of St. Giles in the Fields, and another near
the windmills in Moorfields. In each of these places the tenants
were fully alive to the profits they might reap from Charles's
declaration, for, if the new city was to be built of brick, pits
situated so close at hand must surely pay. Some therefore
petitioned for leave to infringe the covenant in their leases
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2 The United Provinces and the Spanish Netherlands both sent supplies, the Port
Books recording shipments from (inter alia) Amsterdam, Dort, Flushing, Nieuport,
and Rotterdam. The books are damaged, and also give no help about the ultimate
destination of the cargoes detailed, but some of the shipments must have been used
for rebuilding in the city, as distinct from building in the London area. The figures
for March, May and July in 1669, the great year for house-building, are: March,
53,000 pantiles, 20,000 bricks, 7000 brickstones; May, 47,500 pantiles; July, 13,500
pantiles. The fact that views of the city do not show houses roofed with pantiles
suggests, however, that the Low Countries did not form a main source of supply for
the rebuilding.
8 During the winter of 1666 and the first six months of 1667 the Privy Council was
actively concerned to promote the sailing of colliers for this purpose, as well as for the
fuelling of London.
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